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A mulled sidelight frame keeps seams tight
and sightlines matched on either side of
the slab.
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A front door does two jobs that pull in opposite directions: it has to seal a house against a Toronto winter
and still look good enough to be the first thing a visitor notices. Exterior front doors with sidelights

solve that tension better than a plain slab door, because the narrow glass panels on either side bring
daylight into the entryway without turning the door itself into a window. Flavia Sliding Doors has been
building and fitting entry systems across the GTA long enough to know which sidelight configurations
actually hold up through a Canadian freeze-thaw cycle and which ones fog up by year three.

Sidelights change more than the look of an entryway; they change how the whole frame is built. A single
door slab is a straightforward rough opening, but a door with one or two sidelights needs mulled frame
sections, matched sightlines, and flashing that accounts for two or three separate glass units instead of
one. Get the mulling wrong and you end up with a door that looks fine on installation day and starts
drafting at the seams by the second winter. We build our sidelight units as a single pre-hung frame rather
than field-assembling three separate boxes on site, which keeps the seams tighter and the whole unit
square.

Glass choice matters as much as the frame. Clear glass lets in the most light but also the most view into
the foyer, which is not what most homeowners want next to their front door. Reeded, rain, or frosted
glass options keep the entryway private while still doing the job of brightening a dark hallway, and low-E,
argon-filled units cut down on the heat loss that a lot of older sidelight installs are known for. If you are
comparing quotes, ask what glass package is actually included, because that line item swings the price
more than the door slab does.

Installation is where the difference between a good exterior door and a drafty one usually shows up, not

in the product itself. Exterior door installation Toronto projects deal with older homes that have
settled, rough openings that are rarely perfectly square, and a climate that punishes any gap in the
weatherstripping. We shim, level, and flash every unit to the actual opening rather than the drawing, and
we test the seal with a blower-style check before calling a job finished, which catches the kind of leak
that only shows up on the coldest night of the year.

Timing matters too. Late summer and early fall bookings give a crew comfortable working conditions and
a weather buffer to fix anything before the cold sets in, while a mid-January install limits what can be
corrected on site. If a new front door with sidelights is on your list this year, it is worth getting the rough
opening measured now rather than waiting for the first cold snap. Flavia Sliding Doors handles the frame
build, glass selection, and installation as one project, so the finished entryway performs the way it was
designed to.
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